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SUGGESTIONS TO MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS. 


terms recognized in the Nomenclarure of the Roval College of Phrsicians of London. The use of 
vague and ill-defined terms is particulariv to be avoided. 


An alphabetical list of undesirable terms i eppended (pages 7 and 8} with commenta 
indicating in «what respect the term is unsatisfactory and what further information as to the 
cause of death is required in each case. This list is intended for reference only, and it is hoped 
that it will be consulted by certifving practitioners in any case in which they are not assured 
that the term used by them is included in the Nomenclature of the Royal of Physicians 


The essential pert of a Medical Certificate of Death is a statement of the disease, or violent 
ot unnatural cause, which was primcrily rexponsible for the decth, or which, im other words, 
initiated the train of events leading to death. Secondary or contnbutary a are freqnently 
of great value for statistical purpnees, and should be added to the certificate, but in no cane 
ane ther ibe stated to the exclusion of the primary cause. Secondary cause: should be stated 

“due to” or “following” the primary cause. 


The terminal condition or mode of death is not asked for in the certificate and should 
never be given. For this reason terms such as “Heart Failure,” “Syncope,” “ Aaphyxia.” 
“ Exhaustion” and the like. should never appear on a certificate. 


In cases where an indefinite term has to be employed because more definite information 
ix lacking it is desirable that this fact «should be indicated on the certificate. 


When possible, it should be etated in the certificate whether the condition was acute of 
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Cusss UC —dafective and Parnntic Diseases. 


Undulant fever. 

Cerebro-spinal meningoroeral ncningitie. 
Mahenant pustale and anthrat. 

Rrartet fever. 


13. Teberculosss of the renyaratory apstem 
(a) With mention af occapadiomel dlerase of ung. 
(4) (ther. 
14. Tubercaioess of the meninges and central pervoes system— 


15. Taberrutoes of the intestines and peritoneum — 
(«) latestmes. 
(8) Other sites. 
16. Tabercalosis of the vertebral col wa. 
17. Tubercalcais of other bones az:¢ jndnte— 
{e) Bones. 
(b) Joants. 
18. Tuberculosts of the skin and subcutantous celiular tiswe. 
19. Tuberculosss of the .omphatic system. 
20. Taberculoas of the genito-urinary system. 
21. Tubero:dosis of other organs. 
2 Dieemuinaicd taberculose— 
{0} Acute generalized ratiiary taberculoate. 
(6) Chrornsc generalized tuberculoas. 
i 
33. Leprosy. 
%. Poralent infection aw! wpdlacecmia 
35. Gonococcal iafectaones. 
36, Other bacterial disrases (ly sratery excepted) 
1. Dysenters— 
(s) Baculary. 
(6) Amoetéc 
(c) Othee. 
3. Malaria. 
*9. Other iments dae to parasitic protoecs. 


38. Sy phile— 
{s) Loromotor atatm. 
(6) Genera! paraipsas of the uxane. 
(e) Aneuryem of the sorta. 
(4) Congenital sy philss. 
(e) Other forme of syphilis. 
Zh. Helapeing fever. 
32. Other disraces dur to eptroche. tre. 
33. inflernza— 
() With respiratory complications. 
() Without respiratory complirations. 
34. Semefipox. 
3S. Meastes. 
36. Acute poliom clits and polio encephalitis. 
37. Acute infections evephalités (lethargic or epsdemic)— 
(a) Acute lethargic once pienlitin. 
{6) Sequelae of care phalitis lethargie. 
{e) Cospectiied :uvephalitic lethargica. 
Other diseases dee to viruses— 


# 


39. Typhus and re disrases (cicbrttsioms). 
40. Anks losto insta, 
41. Hydetad discase— 
(a) Liver. 
(6) Othe wt gone. 
$2. Other diseases dee to hebmintins. 


CAUSES OF DEATH—cantinaed. 


Crass Il. —Ceners and other Tumours, 
Capret, Be. of the becrel carity and pharyor 
Cancer, &e., of the digestive organ: and prritoeram— 
(a) Ocongphagi 
(8) Sengnach and doodenum, 
{e) Intestine: other than ducdcnam oF rectum. 
(@) Rectom. 
te} Lawet ond bilers pesmces. 
(Uf) Parncrves 
) Periscacem 
(8) Other digestite ongans. 
Cancer, &0_, of the resparaton stem. 
Caorer, &e.. of the wtrras 
Canrer. &c. of othet female grurial organ. 
Cancer. &e.. of the breast 
Cancer. £0... of the mate genital organs. 
Caore, &e., of the male and feoak erimary organs. 
Cancer. &e.. of thr shin. 
Cancer, Ec. of the braim aed pervvex evete me — 
(oe) Glows (act spre tied as bengeo) 
(b) Other. 
Sv. Cancer, Be... of other ot uns. ified organs. 
36. Now malignant temo. ~— 
(eo) Uteres 
(b) Other fermak grastal orga 
(¢) Brean and nervous system 
(d) Other orgam. 
33. Temours of andetermined matore— 
te) Uterus, 
° — (b) thtber feral genital organs. 
(e} Resen aed prrvous 6) stem 
(@) Other organs 
(Less 111 — Rte wmation, Discaws of Nutrition ond of the Endecrine 
Ghragde, Onher Grovcat Dierans end Uitomin th fireraty Dherome. 
Se. Fhevenat>~ fever. 
Se Chrome rheumetiem and other rheemetic dinman— 
(e) Chroak rheumatieom, chives arthrtts. 
(0) Fibsesomsctond arthritie, osteo aribrstis. 
oH. Goat 
6). Dhabetes mec ttite:. 
€2. Deecases of the pituitary glam. 
63. Diecases of the thrive! and parathyroed glende— 
(@) Nesnple goiter. 
(6) Exopdstheims goetre. 
te) Mv sordems and cretianm. 
(@) Onther dwar of the thytoid gland. 
{e) Dsenere of the paraths reed ginnda. 


ae 
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64. Disenees of the thu mas (.acteding states hy mphaticus). 
6S. Dincases of the adrumal glands. 
8. Other grarral dinrasre— 

(e) Osteoma kcie. 

(6) ” Pink ~ dinease. 

{c} Otbers 


(a) Infantile eremrey . 
(b) Uther forens. 
Pellingra 
Riche. 
Other ttemin-deGciemcy dieeers. 


Cuan IV —lierse 6 of the Bhaad aod Hina farming Organs, 
72. Heemmorrhegs) vom dbtioas, 
2 Asermee— 
(e) Pereictoes and other hrper-trom) emecmins 
(6) Hypochromnir ensemins. 
(ec) Other anpemins 
74. Leukacmiat and elvwhsemie— 
(0) Lewkarmie_ 
(b) Aleulscenta. 
73. Diseuses of the <pleem. 
76. Other distaste of ther toad and boud.formag orgew. 
Crises V.—Clvenic Poisoning cod J ntariention. 
TT, Aloubctiam (ecete end chron) 
78. Lead potsoning— 
(a) Seecified ae orcupational. 
(ey Not specified ay orcepationsl 
70. Chremixt possoning bev other mineral and organic ewhatances— 
fa) Orrepa tional poseoning. 
(O) Other poise ing. 


Cusss Vi —Dieeware of the Nerowes Sytem omd Annee Organs. 

©. Encephalitis (nom-emademic }— 

() lotre-cruntal sbacem. 

(6) Other forma. 
St. Meningitis (non-meenimgorocesl p— 

(e) Simp murmingitis. 

(8) Acssr ceomieroeuem! meningitis (non -epedem» ) 
82. [isen om of the mouruion and epemai cord, nei. 
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4 CAUSES OF DEATH—inéinued. 


6%. lotra-crania! irises of vascular origia— 

(a) Cerebral hae morrhage. 

(®) Cerebral embolion. 

(4) Cerebni throm boas. 

(@) Rottening of the brain. 

(e) Hemiptera and other ~aralyses without speciied couse. 

(f) Ajopicty and other intra-crenial ¢Gaaions 
84. Mental diorders ed deGicience — 

(a) Menta! deficiency 

(6) Schizophrenia. 

(c) Other mental disorders. 


M8. Coawnibsiens in -hittren under five years of age. 
87. Other demas of the nervous ay stem — 
(a) Chores 
(&) Neents. 
(ec) Paral << agiteans. 
fd) Tviwesinatedd wc lerosie. 
fe) Others 
@L. Diseases of the organs of vision 
). Dissners of the ear and of the mastatd proces. 


Caset VIL —Discans of the Corcelatery Sydem 
90. Perscarditie 


$% Chronic affections of the valves and endocerdiaw — 
(@) Aortic valve. 
(6) Mitmi velre. 
te) Aortic and mitral vaires. 
(2) Endocardite not returned 0% acute or chronic (46 years and 


over). 

(e) Other valvular fisresrs 
93. Diteases of the arecardam— 

(@) Acute myncurditin. 

{&) Patty heart. 

ied Wher invorertdial degracrateon. 

(@) Mynartstio mot «pecified ae acute or « heonic. 
04. Diseners of the coromary arteries and angina pectorie— 

(2) Dierese of the coronary arteries 

(6) Kalk. Corte cllbemeie tien ol icasn in 

eh) Angina pectorte withoet mention of coronary disse. 
O35. Other <fberases of Ube berast— 

{e} Functional beart disease without mention of oneaic lemon. 

(}) Gandier ddlatctioe (cause erspectied). 

(c) Other aad auspeciied disrmeee of the heart. 


6. 
97. 
9. 
90. 
108 


Wt? Asthma. 
hz. 
its 


148. 


Aveuryum (other than beert sad sorts). 


. Arterio echerosis (exchuding disssese of the coronsry erterias, renal 
neemorrkage’. 


oclrroaia, and cerebral 
Gangrene. 


. Other drenses of the arteries. 
. Neeasce of the vreine— 


(s} Vasices. 
(b) Other diseases of the resas. 


. Diseases of the lymphatic aystom (lymphangitis, &c.)- 
. Hiek blood pressure (idsenathac). 
. Other diwases of the cor: alatory eyute cs. 


Craze VIII.—Diccases of the Reapiritery Sypetem. 


. Deseasee of the nasal foene and enneza. 
. Diseases of the larvex. 


a 

(e) Acute. 

{o) Cerone. 

{e) Unspectiied (ander ive years). 

() This perth’ (ive pide and overt. 
-pacumoni=. incteding capillary bronchitrs. 


: Congestion osdem, embolen:, &c., of the henge 


Pelmonary cn physemn. 
Other diseases of the remparatory sretem— 
he oom a _ accupational -esnaratory Gisener. 
(8) rene 
(e} Abeceun of the bang. 
(6) Chromic inte retitial aga other thee ovcupational 
(4} Other disnsees of the respiratory cyeteen not epeciied ao 
oreupationnl. 


Curses [X.—Deecews of the Digestion Sp tem. 
Uteraste of the buccal cavity sad anneta, and of ube pharyux and 
tneesle— 


(s) Deseases of the pharyns cad tu nsils. 
(b) Other disrecre. 

Diwance of the orsophagus 

Uber of the strsaa:h or ¢v0denem — 


Other distance of the stomach (concer 
Dierthoee and enteritis (under tec years). 
Diarthore and enteritis (two yescs and over}. 


CAUSES OF DEATH—centinued. 


)) p20. Appendicitie. 144. Toxaemies of pregnancy— 
pod. Hernia, intestinal obetruction— (a) Eclampeis bap as > 
(e) Heraia. (6) Afbummaris ead nephrits: of pregnancy 
(6) Intestine! obstroction. (¢) Acute. yellue atrophy of liver aasuriated with prepacy 
12. Other dimases of the intestines. ¢@) Other tosacmns of acy. 
12@) Cirrboeu of the liver— 145. Other diseases and eccideats of pregnancy. 
(oe) With mention of akobokem 146. Hacenorrhage of chiidtirth sed the 
(8) Withoet mention of akobabem ' 1467, Infection during childbirth and the poerperium — 
125. Ouber discasee of the liver— ts) Powperel infections. 
(e) Acute veltow atrophy. (6) Poerpera! th 
1b) Other diseases. | (c) Peerperal ewhbolem end sudden desth 
126. calkeb. 148. Pwerpere] covarmi— 


127. Other diseacrs of the gall-bladder au4 bile-dacts. | 
126. [necases of Ube pancrens " 
138. Detitonttis without stated couse. (e) Acute vediow atrophy of liver {post-partew). 
(€) Other pomrpere! toxasmine 
Crises X.—-Dincsces of the Geade Urinary Sytem 149. Other accidents of chiidbirth— 
120. Acete | fe} Cacsaresa ection. 
131 o eephritis. ie a Onber vangical operations and inetramrate! delivery. 
. Nepbrits not etated to by acete or cbrome ctedbd bart i ‘ 
133. Other discesrs of ths kidneys end ureters = ee, aed ilten of ae ee 
} 
| 
! 
' 


034. Calcati of the ermeary petmges (&) Others. 


135. Tieeeere of the bladder— ' 
Crawe X]1.~—Disonees of the Skin and Coltuler Tisewe. 


(a) Cyetsags. 
(8) Other disrases of the bladder 151. Carbencie, bottle. 
182. Calbelitia, aceite abecem. 


136. Tieeners of the urethra. urinary ahecem, &c. 
133. Other dimeases of the kin ond anmeris and of the cellslar tiaswe. 


137. eS ee ra 
ann of the prostate 
«on Case Bhs it Ae a 


(6) Others. 
136. }ereece of other male geaitel orpens (not epecitted as venerenl) 
129. Dieracen of the female genital organs (not specified as vraereal)— 
fe) Ovarws, (<Ropran tebes and peramertria. 
(by Teresa. 
(¢) Berast 
(4) Other dierases 


Cuces X1.— Pinessce of Pregeeacy, Chcidierth end the Parrperal State. 


ion. Guber diesem af bone, except taberculoms 
158. Inerasee of the joints and other organs of movemeat— 


Cosme XIV. Congenital Mintformesions 


157. Congentfind malfe rmaticoe— 
fe) Comgrartal by dre: ephs ben. 


$4. Post-ebortive infec tpom— 
(*) therepewtee or unepecified (6) Spine tefida aad he 8 
(8) Crimoben] abortion 2 maliormation of 
tel. se erthoest avention of septic condition — — 2 
} Spontancou, pate or uaepeciéed (e} Commennai ae 
ty Criminal abortion. iii vf) Cok pabeas’ kancip 
142. Ectope gestatire. 7 


143. Hoemorrhage of pregnancy. 


6 CAUSES OF DEATH—-contineed. 


Crem XV. —Disaces peeoliar to the Fira Your ff Lit. ; im Acceieae tp Stpe~s gure. 
" TT3. Agricelteral «1 forestry a cridenta— 
1356. Congenital debslity - (<4) Accedents from (aren mechisery end ve) tet. 
138. Premetare berth. 0) = by animale 
180. Injury at berth. (ce) Others. 
161. Other dimers pecaliar to the Brut year of bife— | i fae eet 
(a) Aqphytes daring of after birth, atrlectaces. E° Scleeig 
(4) latorication due to metermal tovecenia. ) ITA, Acesdental absorption of polsomows gests. 
(¢) Infect ns of the umbilicus. 179. Other arete accidental priecning (net by ga). 
(2) Pemphages aad other infections «f the aca born. 190. Conflagratisn. 
oH } eileen coainigg 181. Accidental bums (credagration excepted) 
tg) Others UG2 Accodemes] mmecmanse! cuffocation. 
| 18% Accedental sirownmng. 
(84. Acceéeatal inyary by firearms 
183. Acctdental injery by cutting ur peetring m=treaernte. 
196. Avtideatal injury by Gall, crwad tour Lautialinie, be.— 
(se) Fell oot ethers ise specithed. 
(0) Other crushing. 


CLoe VV —Seedily, OM tye 
10S. Nenmai.ty, off age 


Cae NVG —Pideet or fecidvatel Doathe 


' 

i 

(63. Saacide by pot oneng— | 

(6) Neer ede by soled oF tyes! tonic or verte ealstsaree j 

(8) Me. sde bs poteonow gas i 

164, Other formu of saecnde— | 
(0) Nem ute by hanging oF ctrangetation | 190. Eucqustve cold. 

() Sueride by ctros ning. j 

(eb Nuteade by Grearms and explowres. | 

td) Matrede by cutting of prereing mstremrnt +. { 

(e) Nearede br jesnpang froma phares. ; 

(f) Saeckde on ratiways | 


(ther saikcude br ‘rrwehing. 
$8) Seber A otha ar anepeMled meen. ‘= 
16s. saibdiatis Gieaadhrvctenrt xt Cats 19K. Other orcidrate— 
166. Howsm nde by Grearms (one yrar and over). (@) Vecrete and others eequeine of varrtantim. 
167, Home abe by catting of pricing erctrament« (our seer and orer). (8) Other orrideet> due to a divel or sangivel talerc ration 


te) Lack of care of the aew-born. . 
(4) Other ace’ arnte. 
| $98. Deaths of preegs in military eervire cenag operations of wer. 
. Deaths of civilians dee to opera ioe of war. 
(8. Legal execetions. 


168, Home nde by other or ursyrviied meant (ape year aad over). 
N68, Accvnbemts on rastways 
Ub, Automebele accadeate— 

(a) Colione with tram. 

(6) Colleqons with trea. 

te) Other euto a cbuke accedente. 


171, Other raed trecapurt a colente— | Cures XVI defend Conwe of Death. 
(op) Tee avay evrsdents (on wads} fw. Nexkden dreth. 
(&} tothers. 


S00. Cane of drath unstated cs Mi -deGard— 
te) “e-deGaned. 
® Onbecsn of enapr: Ged. 


172. Water transport acrsdrats. 
073. Ar Qremepert ore ids ate. 


LIST OF INDEFINITE OR UNDESIRABLE TERMS. 7 


i deewebie Tey re Forth -+ letemetion Ergatera Dadestrel® Term Verthet Informatie Rewyputr 4 
Ate .. | State camer (eopecselly whether tebercutoeds) | Defective development .. | Cause of this condition. Wes the cesr one of 
{and sitention premaetere birth of of comge nite! malforms- 
Actdenas Tierger cawieng thie condition | tom ? 
Aoetitin, arteritin _. | Was condition due to svphihe * Decdstom, teething Incr causing death 
Dilatation of stomarh =. | Symptomatic. What was the cease ? 


Avreps Of “wate or other | J ecase cueing thie ronditive 
Deecese of bowels, beam, | State form of dowane and whrther acute or 


Be choca | Comdition contining patient to bed heart or other orga =| chromar 
Dreght's diveane .. | Wes it acete or chron, and if acute whet was | Propey, anasarra, eerites | Disease rawing thie condition 
| the cows * Dye w ning ~= | State whethee accident o myiride 
Bircter beat 28 | If taberceloms,. thre ahowkd be stated Folmpuwe | deiemaiaia Was & peer. 
Berar : Always state the clucemutanes end whether perel * 
ecvedental er sus edal Emir j Site and cane of Ube rmboinm. Lf it was 
Caneet, cor meee oe) (a) Varwty ; (&) Set ef prnmers) ocarnece Puerperal of port-operatite this chowld be 
f known, cthernive of fatal growth otated { 
Cardzac anihma Earsghsine =. { Cawsr of this conditiog, if known 
Eedewcerdtt» .. Sperifrs whether acute of chroner 


Extracastation of ener | What wre the come ? if dee to « ‘ness 


(Rerese cnaning thas comdilicn 
| condition, defiear the premary Wwoeditace 


Caterrt Avoid this term if pousbe hil | oe oe i cle oe 
Crfbstru- See * Abecees ~ Fie . -. | Vesy imdeGaite sl Al ge 
Coceics! -oftenang Daewese copeins ther condition | boxy, &c. wid 
Cerechevczimal menmgits | fire “ Ueningitis “ Frectare 1 Lededigme, State {]) the aatere of Ube rickace 
Chatdterth How this phyvadkagral proves: canwd dreth } that produced # ; (3) the munae of injary 
Cwrbeone of ever 7 | ceeee of thn comtition. Was @ alrchotic og | Gangreet «+ | Danman cousing Ube condition. If dur to 
not eh obde * | vielence state the means of imjery ead 
P bethet ercziret, sairede. of he anecice 
Coe Inerace cquséng this comdition . j = 
Ceagestion ef bram, dsl If the dararc amounted te on intummatinon. mae ef oe corer alucst any ee ee 
ery, ireer, beng. o« other oe ee oe 5 * tation of stomach 
<@yen arphrite, extents. &c.) Meret: 
pawere concettion shueld met be rrj-arted peace ey art — OO 
| af © come Of death State Ube promary f oy, Sqr waite Wehner. saliggaen 
stings Harmoptves: .. ihecase coustag thes tumditivn. \Was #0 com 
Cae ca! ane Diverase coming thie condzion a iti ¢ 
Crees; Dicrase cowemg thee cunditeca (dimkthers, | Har s:crrbage .. | Source rape At eee ner | 
e Gc. Aved wig the cord] Heart drew, brart | Thor exact fore of the rardia. effectin (mitral 
croup at oll trowhie i a: chlor: myorernditie, Ge) 
inet Jiesrest towne Ue com ‘tien be stated 


_—_—s 


8 LIST OF INDEFINITE OR UNDESIRABLE TERMS—vontirasnd. 


Heart failere, carder | If no more definite statewrnt can be fumished 

weakness cardiac | the retem will be classiied under ill-defined A 

asthenia, &c. disraore, nef wader besrt disvese thins 
Bom ode State evens employed Piransy 
Hydrocephales Cause of this condition, cepecially if rongenital | Presmonia 

ot tuberculous 
lefantube paral) me ) Uf thse term is ened as @ synonym of acete 
| anterior policens elit cst the lattes term Promaine possaing 

Infectson infections | Name the disrosr, part affected, and aatare of Peerperal infection 

dow om | mieten 


| Dierase cacseng this condition 

| Taken as equivalent to caacer. The cord 
' malignant” should never be sed im 
| reference to any other disrese 


Malautritica H Disease canseng this condition 
Marasmee . | Daersce caveing this condition Sclevonia 
Mew brances lary agitis Was the condition diphtheritic ? Septicecapin, evpuis, Be... . 
Meawpta Cones: Of thin conditions, O@y seer (raat 
source), tabsrculses, meningoroc al imfec- ; 
| tom, &e. Specsie 
4 j serd death 
SOARED asses Pare aera tpeoney) = ; ot 
Nepbrisis Acute o¢ chronic } Wat 2 sserperal or ear. | oesophagus, pylorus, 
latanal ae. 


Umealt: termimal. Name Sterase cawsng this 


: readiHwe 
Deereee causing death 


Odd age, seadits 
Operation | Always state the comdition Sur which the 
operation was . end, f pomible, 
| the cause of this condition 
Peralrsm. sataplegia, | Nature. couse, and sitestion of leson 


Perametritis, peritonitis, 
petvic oberem, de. 


Parctitis (parctiditie) 7 


State the caus: of this coadition, expecially if 
peerpers! 


State definitely whether mumps of not 


State cause of thie condition 
Always state whether tabercuiows 
Canse of this condition 

State whether lobar. or 


breacho pneanoas 
Ded i¢ follow in@uensa. measles, of other 
ier thos Gasenes 


Restrict the use of thie terue.to feed poisoning 


State the form of puerperal infertion 
See * Septacacmnia ~ 
Acete or chromic ? 


State position of ulcer 
Cosme of this condition. Wea it puwrparet. 
venereal, de. t 


Was it ecteross of tbe spinal cord or geoeral 
artenoscteroes * 


Cass of thin condition. If localiend what 
pert wee aSerted ? Was it poerperal or 
traumatic 7 

Thee will always be understood in the senee of 
sy phates 


Casse of this comiition. Wes it rancer ? 


Sute mrane 

Tabee doreniis should wot be abbroviated to 
* tabee 7 

Case of this comtition 

Siate whether general or loreal sad. if local, 
the part affected 

Averd the use of thes term. Was it « com of 
eatenc fever’ 


Aleors opscify whether malignast or benign 
state part aGacted 


of arsemis. Wee it poerperal, 
cneesie Bright ian BET 


